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PRESTON PAPERS 



(From the originals in the Virginia State Library) 



(Concluded) 

James Moore 1 to William Preston. 
Sir 

I have sent the money that is collected in these two Dis- 
tricts. I could not send it sooner on account that W m David- 
son one of the Collectors wase taken sick and Rendered 
Senseless that he could not give any account of what he had 
done. Sutherland Mayfield the other Collector moved out 
of this State Those that have paid are crosed in the Dis- 
trict paper those that have not paid Cannot Raise the money 
Except the Quakers and they Refuse to pay 
the Inhabitants of this place are much affraid of the Indians 
Coming in amongst them and I believe it is not without 
reason there is great signs of Indians down Sandy Rivir and 

1 James Moore of Augusta County, together with James Poage 
settled in 1776 in Abbs Valley, in the present Tazewell County. The 
foreboding of evil shown in this letter was in a few years verified, 
even more tragically than he could have imagined. In September 1784 
a party of Shawnese Indians, ascended the Sandy River and passing 
over the head of Clinch, divided into small parties. One party went 
into Abbs Valley, where they captured Captain James Moore's son 
James and carried him off. He remained a prisoner for three ylears. 
In July, 1786, a party of forty-seven Shawnese came to the same 
valley. Capt. Moore, depending upon the strength of his house, had not 
gone with his family to a fort, and was killed near his home, as were 
his children William and Rebecca. Mrs. Moore, Martha Ivens, a 
woman living with her, and John Simpson, also an inmate, attempted 
to defend the house. This proved futile. Simpson was soon killed, 
and the others were captured. Mrs. Moore, her four surviving chil- 
dren and Martha Ivens were made prisoners. The Indians soon killed 
a boy, Joe Moore, and dashed out the brains of the baby Margaret. 
After reaching the Indian towns,, Mrs. Moore and her daughter Jane 
were tortured and burned at the stake. Polly Moore and Martha Ivens 
afterwards were released ana returned home. (Summers' History of 
Southwest Virginia, 380-385.) 
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several hunters that went down this Winter are Expected to 
be kild if we do not get some assistance of men this Settle- 
ment will undoubtedly be obligd to move in at this unseason- 
able time of the year no more but Remain your 

Hum" Ser' 

James Moore 
Feb. 2i« l 1783 

To 
[Address] Col: Preston — Thse — 
by feavour of Jn° Huff 

{Endorsement] Collections. 



James Byrne to William Preston. 

March 24, 1783. 
Sir — I have Re'" 1 orders from Col Cloyd to Rais Eight Men 
of Any Company and Send with a Lieut. & assist the frontiers. 
I have sent Cloyd's Letter to McMullen by Stephen and 
desire him to Show it you in case you have not the news 
John Preston is the first man in the 7 Division which is now 
for Duty and as he is not at home I would be glad you would 
let me know if he is to be excused and I may order another 
Man I am Sir 

Your h Dle Ser' 

James Byrne 
March 24, 1783 
To Col° Preston 

[Address] To Col. Preston 

[Endorsement] Cap' Byrns Letf 

Public Service 
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William Davies to William Preston. 

Richmond, June 8 — 1783 

Sir 

I have just time to inform you that the Governour in Coun- 
cil has empowered yourself and Colonel Campbell to consult 
with your other officers and form a plan for your defence 
and authorizes to send out 600 men including those now on 
duty. I shall write you fully by Express, as you are en- 
trusted with the principal direction of affairs and must assem- 
ble the Council. 

I am your most Abe' Ser* 
[Address] 

Colonel William Preston 
County Lieutentant 
Montgomery 
[Endorsement] 
Letter from the War Office 
June 8 — 1782 



Capt. Flower Swift to Col. Wm. Preston, 

Sir — After my best Compty Compliments to you I have to 
inform you that I should ave made a better return to you 
of these but I was Disappointed by a your man that I or- 
dered to Carrey the money down But I hope that your Onner 
will Excuse me this time I also have to inform you that 
there Seven names in the Lists that is not liveing in the 
distrits I also shall give you A exact list of the Dilinkquents 
you will be pleased to furnish me with warrants agreable to 
this list and Sind them to Mr. Sams McGaffacks and from 
there I can get them Ameditely — 

Swifts Company — D r — 

Sir there is Some few names on the lists that is not liveing in 
this distrits — 
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John Lashley 
Muni. Whtmore 
Joseph Waller 
William Sugs 
Nemiah Daniel 
Daid bohanin 
Mashak laws 
William harmon 
William Allen 
Isac Looser 




These are the Delinkquents of Company — 

William Johns o — i — 6 

Nathan Shelley o — 2 — o 

Absolm burton o — 2 — o 

William Morgin o — 2 — 6 

Morgin morgin 

Samuel Muhuren 

Jacob Cock 

Valentine Vanhooser 

Thomas Williams 

Richard Sharkley 

James Johnes 

Joseph Davis 

Isac Edwards 

John knight 

Sam Cox 

Jermiah Cloushemer o — 3 — o 

Sir — this list of names to the best of my knowledge was not 
in the distret when I received my orders first — 
These from your Friend and umble Sar' — 

Flower Swift, Capt. 
To Col° William Preston 

Also agreable to your orders I appoint James Cock to Col- 
lect the quakers distrect and he has colect part of the destrit 
of every one that willing to pay S d Cock desire that your 




PRESTON PAPERS 33 

Onner would grant him Warrents for the other part of the 
distrect agreable his list 

Siner 

thomas davis o — 3 — 6 

thomas davis 

thos. Carr 

David kease o — 3 — o 

Calop kease 

Thos. pearson 

Samuel pearson 

Israel Ellet 

henry Pendrye 

Richard Cox 

William kankin 

[Address] To Col William Preston 
[Endorsement] Capt. Swifts Letter ab* Districts 




Petition of Inhabitants of Upper Clinch River. 

To William Preston Esquire Lieutenant and Commander in 
Chief of the Militia in Montgomery County, And To the 
Worshipfull Court Martial of the a foresaid County — The 
Petition of sundry inhabitants of the upper Settlement of 
Clynch River on the Frontier of said County of Montgom- 
ery Humbly Shew — 

That whereas your Petitioners are summoned to attend the 
Worshipfull Court-martial on the day of 

to shew cause why they did not March on the late expedition 
against the British Army in North Carolina agreeable to 
Orders ; Beg leave to lay before your Worshipfull Court the 
following reasons, To wit. That by their detached and ex- 
posed situation they are rendered liable at all times to an 
Invasion from the Savages, who have never failed to visit 
some part of their Settlements the beginning of every Season 
for several years past, and thro' the mildness of the last 
Winter and present Spring they might reasonably have been 
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(and really were) expected for more than two months past, 
and it now appears that such fears were but too well grounded, 
by the Mischief committed on or near Indian Creek and also 
at the Rye Coves and other places down Clynch River and 
the "Hour uncertain when the like mischiefs might have hap- 
pened in our own Settlement. Thus detached as we are and 
placed in so dangerous a situation, the Ties of Nature and 
Humanity forbad the leaving of our families and the most 
dearest connexions we have upon Earth, thus exposed to the 
Mercy of the Cruel Savages, whose well known kind of War- 
fare are an indiscriminate destruction of all Ages and Sexes. 
This your Petitioners beg leave to represent as the true cause 
of their not marching as aforesaid, and not thro' any contempt- 
ous or inimical dispositions And altho many Idle reports have 
been circulated about to their prejudice which may have 
placed them in a suspicious view. Yet we do assure your 
Worships that these are not Facts, but Calumnies. That they 
are now and constantly have been true citizens and are will- 
ing to risk their Lives and fortunes in the defence of their 
Country, wherein is everything they hold that is dear and 
valuable ; But they wish to do it upon equal Terms with their 
fellow Citizens and the like security of their families, which 
cannot be the case unless they are indulged with the privilege 
of not being Draughted from the Frontiers, and be thereby 
enabled to afford that protection to their families which their 
situation renders impossible from the publick. 
Nor can your Petitioners think that by their being exempted 
from Draughts they will be altogether useless to their coun- 
try, for it is well known that they have served as a Barrier of 
Defence to the inner-Settlements for several years past, and 
for the last two years have altogether defended themselves 
against frequent attacks of Indians without any assistance 
from the publick And thro the frequent removals of late and 
other causes the present strength of the Settlement is so in- 
considerable that should the Indians attack them in such 
numbers as is too generally feared they will, the inhabitants 
must inevitably abandon their homes and ruin thereby ensue. 
Under these peculiar hardships Your Petitioners beg that 
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they may not be subjugated to any Penalty for their not 
marching on the expedition aforesaid. And should any be 
already laid they pray that the same may be remitted. Your 
Petitioners farther beg leave to inform your Worships that 
they would have attended the Court-martial individually but 
the same dangers (which prevented their marching) being 
still apparent they thought it more prudent to address you by 
Petition, and as they have set forth nothing but Truth (which 
must generally be acknowledged) they flatter themselves that 
the same will not be rejected. 

Therefore firmly relying on the Wisdom and Justness of 
your Worships that upon considering our precarious situ- 
ation, the prayer of this their Humble Petition we hope will 
be granted and after repeating their inviolable attachment to 
their country and the common cause they conclude (as in 
duty bound) for your Worships they will ever Pray Etc. 

Tho s Witten Sen r Jesse Gray 

John Greenup J r William Butler 

James Witten Thomas Shockley 

Thomas Witten Jun r Robert Worsham 

Joseph Johnson Beverly Miller 

Benjamin Gosling Benjamin Thomas 

Thomas Peerie John Peery 

William Owen Peter Edwards 

Henry Foley Jacob Wegener 

Enus Johnson Christy Hansly 

Daniel Johnson John Miller 

David Johnson Peter Harman 

Seth Johnson Thomas Keef 

Richard Cavett William Cecil 

James Johnson Robert Rayburn 

Michael Cavett W m Maxwell 

James Oreler Jeremiah Witten 
Zecey Clary 

[Address] To William Preston, Esq, 

Lieut. & Com. in Chief of Montgomery Co. 

(Endorsement] Petition from the Inhabitants of Clinch 



